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) Said eotinty: Supem-
§or Zev Y& oslaVSky, notmg‘

abuse allegations:

“Department of Children -

o and Family Services: Dires:

_~tor” Philip- Browning ac- .|

knowledg‘ed‘m an interview

N evaiuatingcases hesaid,

" fresh shock waves' throigh-

. ‘the county’s chifld protection -

" nbureaucracy, still struggling’
*to'implement reforms after
dozens of abuge and neglec

_deaths.in recent years ' in: -

'.volving.“ children. who - haci_,

“treatment of workers who:
fail:to properly protect chil-

- - dreriin cakes stich as Glabri
rie;. recent.- internal -
- ageney “review found-np' '

el's’,

workers had been fired iri15°
instanees where ‘ehildren:
died, even when theli-errors.

were deemed“egregmus e
© fIfeellike theyall should =

d,?said Elizabeth Car-

.ranza, Gabriel's aumg. “They
. didnt hsten to my. nephew.

friends have mabilized t6°
put pressure onthedepart: .

..ment: £o-hold workets' ac-
- countabl‘ andtakeevidence
; of. child~ablise’ moreseri-"~

- ously-Several protests have

- beenst iged, and a Facebook.

page ‘:-:_-gathered over

_ -20 Q00 supporters
- fWesare protesting their";'«

' handlmg of this case 300%
hecaus .We Want t0. make

‘ eneouraged people “who
ow about child abuse to
ntact - department ‘man-
<~ agergifthey encounter non:
T responsiveworkers ,

,,Sherlff ) Depart— :
ment ‘wagalso ‘aware ‘of the

t mfaﬂedGabn~ _

: ﬂlustrates a g
need fort ore “cnt1ca1th1nk_
‘.:ing and corhmon sense” in - §

‘But Gabnel’s ‘degth sent .
'Ferne.ndez want el
County to take child

- heen: criticized: for- lenient..; .

sbu.se ‘more seriously.

““I¢gllelse fails,” he said, “I

‘want, them to contact'me. I .
. answer calls from foster chil- -
_"dren staff, foster parents
; anyone S :

-+ A~deeade ago, Gabriel’ :
miother,” Pearl Fernhandez,
-came, fo” the dtténtion of -
- county social workers when -
-heér oldest son-suffered.a
‘head injiry diring a:car ac:.

cident. He was wearing. ng

“seat belt, prompting.an alle-
~ ‘gation of severe neglect, ac-
- ¢ording fo county recards.

"A yearlater, a rglative re-

ported-that. Pearl beat the

same son and did not-want

. him, but social workers de-. -
cided the r.omplaint was. un-- ‘
: founded s

- Gabriel was born in 2095
and went.to live‘with rela-

- tivéssoonthereafter; Hehad
little inferaction with his
.mother for years, relatives
“sald; and the two barely ac-

knowledged each other at

family gatherings. : .
Pearl -later told socml

workers that she had a his-
- tory” of 'gang -involvement,

druguse: -and mental health
‘problems. .-
In 2007, social workers re-

-celved a complaint. that
Pearl did riot feed one of her-

ughters and-threatened

s to“break her jaw when she

'--cried " :
The following' year Pearl.
“was _convicted of:using a

‘weaponinareckleéssmanner

=-’in Texas and was sentenced .
. to two weeks behind bars,.

ISAURO A&UIRRE Gabrlel. § mother’s boyfriend,

Inmn K:mu Eos A

allegedly told authomtms hebeat the boy for- Iymg

according to eourt records.

:" In October, relatives sald.

Pedrl suddenly ‘reclaimed
Gabriel . and two siblings

- fromherparents, Emily Car-

ranza; Gabriel’s cousin, al-
leged “it was for the welfare
money.” : Pear! told. social
workerg she was concerned
‘about:the treatment of her

-son by relatives. . "
-'Within days,. a call came .

~to the chiid abuse hotline al-

‘leging that-she was ‘physi- .

cally abusing the. children.

- Sorlal workers substantiat-

ed neglect but allowed herto

" keep:her chiidren a:nd enter

counseling; ..
Another call in Qetober

from Gabriel's teacher said
he was bruised on his face

and hands and the boy're-

ported he was hit with a belt .
Jbuckle thateaused bleeding.
- Thefollowing menth; the -

teacher seid he had seratch-

.esand.a *busted lip,” which'

the boy attnbuted to bemg

‘punched by his mother re-

corcls show,

In .Tanuary,[the teacher '

said his face was swollenand

" he had bruised dots all over
‘his face. She said Gabriel’
told her hds mother shothim .
Inthe face with a BB gun, ac-

cording to county records.
At-one point, his mother

- sent Gabriel to'sc¢hool ‘in®
girl’s clothing to huMate'
* him, relatives said. e
During -~ the mvestig‘a- :

tlons, ' Gtabriel oftén re-
canted his storles of abuse.
An internal. county review

eriticized social’ ‘workers for:-
failing to interview Gabrigl -

in &’ neutral setting away
from hismother,

~Th March, Gabriel's ther-.
B ap_ist_ called 911 after discov- -
-ering & suielde note by Ga-
briel. Authorities dismissed.
- the cemplamt without Te-.
. moving him or hogpitalizing
~ him because he had no spe- ..
_-gific plan to carry ut & sui-.

les Tlrnex -

'._'01de records show,

-The same month, Gabri-

"els mother. ended: contact

with county social workers,

A new compiamt was

submitted by Gabrtel’s ther-
apist on March 26 saying the:

boy . reported once being

‘forced to performoral sexon -
an older relative, according -

: tocounty records, | : j‘_a 2010 report

Gabriel later w1thdrew

- the allegation when inter-
viewed bya soclal worker at

his home. The investigation

of .the ‘complaint remains

apen.

were:-gummoned when Ga-

~-briel - stopped ‘breathing,

Two.days later, he died. His

siblings told investigators
.they .- heard
happen to Gabriel, but de-
clined to elaborate, accord. .
ingto the county reports, -

The cotinty has been bat-

?EARL FERNANDEZ, Gabmel’s ‘mother; ancl
Ag‘urrre have been eharged Wlth rnurde Ad

‘problemhas been esp PR
- acute inthe Antelope Valley,
saying shedid not need their
- help,

Ject: to- overdue investiga-
On May 22, firefighters .

“record ofrneeting mandate :
“something”. . ‘garrett, thero]i‘

~ Coloma contrlbutedto

. IRFAN KHAN Los Ange

investigations’ for years!

where (fabriellived, because. '

- some-of-the department’s
lesst - experienced - soct

workerswork there’ w1th the_,_' o
tughest caseloads. :

CAlthough ' "
progress has-beeiy’ made in S
reducing the backlog, 3,450 ., -
¢hildren are currently sub-‘

tions; ,ountyofﬁelals nated ..
that- 37. of - Califdrnia’s 58
eourities:: Have +-a - . poorer.

investigation deadllne
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Couple say county
inaction could hurt
chances of adopting
granddaughter.

By Maora IFOLAN

Two famdlies, both loving
angd stable, are vying o
adopt a 4-year-old girl with
strawherry blond hair and
large blue eyes. One is cer-
tainto be brokenhearted.

The tug of war began in
May 2011, when Los Angeles
County child protection au-

thorities took the girl away

from  her drug-addicted
mother and placed her i a
foster home.

Five waeks later, her pat-
ernal grandparents foursd
cut and moved to get her
bagk.

But the Los Angeles
County Department, of Chil-
dren and Family Services
sat on the couple’s paper-
work for nearly a year; ac-
cording to s claim they have
filed against the county. As
the months dragged on and
the child grew close to the
foster parents, the grand-
parents’ chances dimmed,

“The likelihood that we
can get her is very siim be-
cause she has been sway
from us for 50 long and has
ponded with the foster fami-
1y." sald Carol Vos, 45, who is
married to the givls grand-
father, Daniel, 50, “But we
siill have hope. We are not
givingup.”

The Voses have three
children ages 13, N and 9 and
live in a tidy four-bedroom
bungalow with 8 large yard
in East Long Beach. Carol is
a full-time homemaker and
Danielis aunionironworker.
A smali room with a bay win-
dow awaits their grand-

daughter Herred wagonsits
onthe front porch.

But Dbecause of the
county’s alleged blunder, the
girl may be adopted by her
foster family. & juvenile de-
pendency court must decide
what is In her best interest,
and the fact that she has
lved with the other family
for nearly two vears will
strongly weigh in thelr favor,
lawyers involved in such
cases said.

Donnie Cox, the lawyer
who filed the claim (a pre-
cursor to alawsuit), said the
Voseg almost  certainly

{See Custody, AAG]
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expected to release an andit
this week on Liitle People’s
World, which contracts with
the Department of Children
and Family Services to care
for kids with severe mental
and behavioral probiems at
two group homes in Compton,

The facilities are operated
by the husband-wife team of
C8J and Hitaji Kidogo. County
officials have previously found
that the homes themselves are
well-run and provide a safe on.
viranment for children, But
they have also found that Lt
the People’s World improperly
gave or "loaned” 08J Kidogo
$280,000 in funds to be used
i _which he
2l to invest,
nproperty outside of Los An-
geles County. Little People’s
World had also failed to pay
$520,000 in payroll taxes, ac-
carding to a December 2011
audit,

About 3185000 of the
$280,000 is owed to the Los
Angeles County Department
of Children and Family Ser-
vices, which has heen con-
tracting with Little People’s
World for years to care for kids

with severe mental and behav-

ioral problems,

At the time, the county de-
cided to keep the Kidogos on
contract without proseeution
and strike a deal for ther o
repay the funds,

DCFS Director Philip
Browning, however, has re-
quested a new augdit amid con.
cerns that executive divector
CSJ Kidogo might be paying
his debts by giving himself a

$6,000-a-maonth raise, and by -
leasing out the real estate he
had beught with money from
child welfare agencies.

“Thnow that's being looked
at by the auditor-controlier,”
he said,

OSJ, 72, and Hitaji, 62, ad-
mitted making mistakesin the
past but stressed they were
Lerely trying to expand their
services, and were never out £
enrich themselves.

“We have learned to stay
in compliance,” C8J Kidogo
said in & recent telephone in-
terview,

Watanabe said in the ear-
lier audit that Kidogo initially
claimed the nonsalary pay-
ments were 2 “loan” intended
for upgrades and expansion.

When auditors couldn’t find
proof the transactions had
been approved by the Broup:
home'’s Board of Directors, -
Watanabe said Kidogo ac-
knowledged using the money
to buy “nongroup home ro-
lated” reat estate in Riverside
County, Oakland and Okla.
homa.

Auditors estimated thai
the portion of the funds that
didn't come from L. A, County
instead came from Riverside
County, where Little People’s
World operates a group home
in Banning and another in
Cherry Valley,

In 2009, Kidogo signed a
deal with the county treasurer
and tax collector, promising
to take $3,000 out of his sal-
ary each month to reimbiirse
the DCFS.

To date, he has paid back
£98,149.87, according to the
Assistant Troasurer and Tax
Collector Kathy Gloster,

Kidogo also committed in
2009 to taking an additional

$4,000 out of his salary each
month for back payrol] taxes

owed ¢ the Internal Revenue

Service,
Interviewsd last waek,
Kidogo denied giving himseifa

$6,000-a-month raise to cover

any of those payments.

“Lhavert had a raise since
maybe 2003, he aaid, adding
he has dipped into his retire.
ment fund,

Interviewed on Tuesday,
however, hig wife, said they
each received raises in 2008,
She would not say how much,
only that “it was within the
guidelines.”

Hitaji, whose title is assis-
tant executive divector, also
sald they were “not belng ma-
liclous or trying to take ad-
vantage” when they bought
real estate with money from

the DCFS and otlisr ehild wel.

fure agencies and put it in their
names.

“We just didn’t know we
couldn’t do that,” she gaid. “T¢
was certainly not to enrich
ourselves.”

“We have tax difficultios but
we kept people working when
we should have faid peaple off,
and we didn’t talee raises cur.
selves,” she added.

Hitaji Kidogo said they ini-
tially wanted to buy the prop-
erties in the name of Little
Peopie’s World, but ended up
putting it in the name of OSJ
Kidogo instead becanse they
were the guarantors of the
loan,

When asked why the couple
hang onto the three Properties
after the county demanded
payback, she explained they
were bought during the hous-
ing bubble and eventually
went underwater,

“We coulds’ sell without
taking a loss,” she said,



latimes.com/news/opinion/letters/la-le-0509-thursday-baca-jails-20130509,0,5930305.story
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Letters: A little more light on jails
May 9, 2013

Re "An insider bashes Baca," Editorial, May 2

We strongly agree with The Times that recent news about Los Angeles County Sheriff Lee
Baca's mismanagement of the jails should push the Board of Supervisors to hire an independent
inspector general to oversee the Sheriff's Department. The Citizens' Commission on Jail
Violence recommended that the supervisors "create a committee consisting of representatives of
the board, the department and the public to oversee the hiring process and recommend a
candidate for the job."

Unfortunately, the supervisors have instead hired a firm that is running a confidential search,
screening candidates solely through the county chief executive, with no public outreach.

For too long our jails have been run without community input. Only when the ACLU, the media
and the jails commission began shining a spotlight on the jails did things improve. Letting the
public play a role in selecting the inspector general would be another step in the right direction.
Cecil L. Murray

Los Angeles

Hector Villagra

San Gabriel

Murray is the vice chairman of the Citizens' Commission on Jail Violence. Villagra is executive
director of the ACLU of Southern California.

Undersheriff Paul Tanaka is quick to criticize Baca. But while the sheriff was away on his
numerous trips, as Tanaka complained, wasn't the undersheriff in charge of the department?

Voters should read both men's testimony before the jails commission to understand that neither
should have their vote when Baca stands for reelection in 2014. Tanaka is just as responsible for,
as he called it, this "house of cards."”

Denise J. Ryan

Valencia


http://www.latimes.com/news/la-ed-sheriff-baca-20130502%2C0%2C4970128.story






